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School Levies in 2021

There are 60 school measures on the February 9th, 2021 ballot in Washington State. This report focuses

on the levies advertised as replacement levies.
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Summary

For the February 9th, 2021 special election:

There are 60 school measures in total from 50 school districts from 17 counties.

54 measures are advertised as replacement or renewal levies.

5 measures are advertised as capital levies without the words replacement or renewal in their titles.

1 measure is a redistricting authorization measure and is not a levy.
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36 of the replacement advertised levies involve an increase in the amount over the previous levy
ranging from 3% to 115% more.

10 of the replacement advertised levies are the exact same in amount as the previous levy.

8 of the replacement advertised levies are lower in amount compared to the previous levy.

4 of the replacement advertised levies have shorter durations (fewer years) than their previous levy.
7 of the replacement advertised levies have longer durations (more years) than their previous levy.
42 measures have the words ‘Educational Programs and Operations’ in their titles.

3 measures have the word ‘Enrichment’ instead of EP&O in their titles.

1 measure has the words ‘Maintenance and Operations’ in its title.

Summary table: Levies advertised as replacements to
previous levies
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February 9™ 2021 Replacement or Renewa | School Levies in Washington

Percent | Pro
increase |args in
New [Prev e levy  [Previey  |imave the
levy [levy [New levy Prev levy veannual |ave annual annual | veters
[vears vears|total amount [tofal amount ameunt migunt migunt | guide?
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=DWALL 8D 009 3 3 4,078 484) 1,33 4U\| 1,005 H'}' = ducational Programs and Operabion Levy
390,000 165,000] 190,000 Replacement E ducational Frograms and Operation Levy
RIVER VALLEY SDNO 135 737,000] 1,330,000 79,000 430,000) REPLACIMENT OF EXPIRING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS LEVY
NO_11 500,000] 3,000,000] 1,500,000] 1,500,000 acement of Expiri
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44,300,750]_31,151,000] 14,765,917 ‘of Expiring School Programs and Operaticas Levy
274,000 530,000 2,137 Capital Levy for Te v, Safery, Secusity and
200,000 s, 400, acement Educasional Proy 5 and aton Levy
[0) 1455 000 Ll al Programs and Opesration: Levy
3372 2,525 0008 1,124,221 241,66 i Capetal Levy for Safety, Sscunty, Te ¢ and
4,362,656 3,301,077 1,454,218 1,100,351 o Educational Programs and Operation Levy
351 600, 54,1 200, o Educational Programs and Operation Levy
|Spokans [LIBERTY SD 342 000 525 173 175 No acement Capiral Levy for Techno! Safery and Security rovements
Spoicane [LIBERTY X0 362 3 4,697 067) 3 B8R 15 1,565 68! 1,206 053] Noy Fducatiomal Programs and Operation Levy
Spokane IMEALY 8D 354 3 3 53 200,000} 20 904 4 17,733 333 0,966 66 No_ |Renewal E and Operations Levy
Spokane [MEDICAL LAKE SD 326 4,584,738 3,109,855 1,528,246 1,096,618 Mo _|Replacement Educational Frograms and Operation Levy
Spokane [NINE MILE FALLS 5D 179 3|3 10851245 6,020, 3,617,082] 2,006,667 > Mo [Replacement Educational programs and Operations Levy
ORCHARD PRAIRIE 5D 123 325,000 250, 162,500] 1250000  30%| Mo | No |Replacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy
5] RIVERSIDE D 418 3 3 7,268 023 3,618, p X 1 " No Educational Programs and Operation Levy
i SPOKANE SD 21 3 3| 221,600,000{ 105 0004 13 2664 Noy of Expaning Programs and Operabion Levy
Spokane [WEST VALLEY 5D 363 13,383,179 7,605,973] 4,461 No_|Technology, Safety, Security, and Fadlites Inip Capital Praojects Lewy
Spokcane [WEST VALLEY 5D 363 3|3 2447038 Mo [Educational Programs and Operations Levy
Stevens [MARY WALKER 5D 207 A 1431308 No
(Wintrnan [COLTON D - 306 308 047} No
(Wintrnan [LAMONT S0 - 264 p. 262, 000} Noy X
Takima |EAST VALLEY 5D NO. 90 13,373,525 No_[Replacement E ducaonal “Programs and Operation Levy
Yakima [GRANGER 5D NO. 104 3 3 2,285,000| No__[Replacement Educmanal Programs and Operation Levy
Vakima |[SELAH SD MO, 119 b No ation Levy

Summary table: Measures without the words
replacement or renewal in their titles

February 9 2021 School Measures in Washington Without the Word Replacem ent/Renewal in their Titles

Con
Pro args [args in
(BQ Num [New levy in the the
Lead New levy  [total New levy ave voters | voters
County  |District Name years lamount annual amount| guide? |guide? [Measure title on the ballot or voters® guide
2[Clallam  |SEQUIM SCHQOL DISTRICT NO.323 4| 15,000,000 3.750.000[ Yes No [Capital Levy to Improve School Facilities
1{Cowlitz |CASTLE ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 401 3] 1485316 495272]  Yes No [Capital ProjectsLevy
1[Douglas |ORONDO SCHOOL DISTRICT 3] 2.000.000 400,000 No No [Capital Levy For Health, Life Safety And Security Improvements
1|Grant [WAHL UKE SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 73 3| 4,500,000 1,500,000] No No [CAPITAL LEVY FOR HEALTH, SAFETY, SECURITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS
4|Skagit  [MOUNT VERNON SCHOOL DISTRICT NO_320 3] 15,512,000] 5,173,000  No No__|Safety and Technology Capital Projects Levy
1{Whitman |ROSALIA SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 320 0] NAJ NA] Ne No  [Authorize redistricting of school directors
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Summary chart: Replacement levies in descending
order by the percent increase from their previous
amounts

February 9th 2021 Levy Summary
Percent Increase In The Average Annual Levy Amount
Previous To Proposed Replacement (Chart | of 2)
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February 9th 2021 Levy Summary
Percent Increase In The Average Annual Levy Amount
Previous To Proposed Replacement (Chart 2 of 2)
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Summary table: Incongruent words used in school
district created levy advertisements
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February 9% 2021 Replacement or Renewal School Levies in W ashington that are Tax Increases Incongruent words, phrases used in levy advertisements
Fercent
levy
increas
in ave
Lead annual same or
County |District Name Measure title on the ballot or voters’ gmnide amount |replacement |remewal expiring low er rate  |not a new tax|
Clark  |CAMAS 5D Replacement Capital Levy for Educational Technology, Health and Safety Improvements 115% X X X
|Spokane WEST VALLEY SD E ducational Programs and Operations Replacement Levy 114% X X X X
Spok SPOKANE 5D Replacement of Expiring Educational Programs and Operation Levy 111% X X
pok ENTRAL VALLEY 8D [Replacement of Expiring Schoed Prograns ad Operations Levy 111% X X
Klickitat [TROUT LAKE 50 Replacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy 2% X
pok [NINE MILE FALLS 5D R eplacement Educational programs and Oy iioms Levy 0% X X X X
% MEAD SD Henewal Enrichment and Operations Levy TE% X X X X
[WEST VALLEY 5D Technology, Safety, Security, and Facilities Improvement Capital Projects Replacement Levy J68% X X X
CASCADE 5D REPLACEMENT CAPITAL LEVY FOR TECHNOLOGY, SAFETY AND SECURITY IMPROVEMENTS 64% X X X
LAMONT SD REPLACEMENT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND OPERATION LEVY St X
pok MEDICAL LAKE 5D R eplacement Eds | Programs and Operalion Levy A7 X
Spok HENEY 5D Replacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy 45% X X X
pok FREEMAN 5D Replacement Capital Levy for Salely, Secunty, Technology and Infrastucture Improvements 34% X X
Spokane [FREEMAN 5D Heplacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy 3% X X
Spokane|ORCHARD PRAIRIE 5D [Replacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy 30 X
EIVERSIDE 8D Heplacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy 20% X X X
[NASELLE-GRAYS RIV VL|REPLACEMENT OF EXPIRING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS LEVY 25% X
TOLEDOD SD Heplacement Educational Programs and Operations Levy 28% X
Kitsap |SOUTH KITSAP 5D Replacement of Expiring Educational Programs and Operation Levy 28% X X X X
pok [DEER PARK SD Educational Programs and Operations Replacement Levy 28% X X X X
Spok SEEAT NORTHERN 5D |Replacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy 2T% X
Gramt [FPHRATA SCHOOL DIST [REPLACEMENT EDUICATIONAL PROGRAMS AND OPERATION LEVY 27% X X
Lincoln [REARDANEDWALL 5D |Replacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy 24% X X
|Stevens IMARY WALKER 8D Replacement Educational Pragrams and Operations Levy 24% X X
Y akima [EAST VALLEY 8D Heplacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy 24% X X X X
Vakima |GRANGER 5D Replacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy 22% X X X
pob LIBERTY 5D Repl Educational Programs and Operation Levy 21% X X X
lsland  |OAK HARBOR SCH Renewal of Edu il Programs and O ions Levy 18% X X X
Chelan |CASCADE SD REPLACEMENT EDUICATIONAL PROGRAMS AND OPERATION LEVY 17% X X X
Y akdma [SELAH SD Heplacement Educational Programs and Cperation Levy 17% X X X
Skagit LA CONNER 5D Replacement Educational Programs and Operations Levy 15% X X
Chelan [MANSON 5D MO, 19 HEPLACEMENT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND OFERATION LEVY 14% X X X X
i Renewal Technology Levy 14% X X X X
Heplacement Educational Pray s And Operation Levy 12% X X X X Y
Replacement Educational Programs and Operations Levy 5% X X X X
|Lincoln [SPRAGUE SD Replacement Educational Programs and Operation Levy 3 X X X

Example replacement levy advertisement: Quillayute
Valley SD

The Quillayute Valley SD's levy advertisement snapshots relating
to costs published on the district's website

Quillayute SD's fact sheet website

Quillayute SD's fact sheet snapshot

The authors’ analysis of the Quillayute SD's replacement levy

costs
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Median  |Median
New Levy Median Median Median |AV Home AV Home [Median
Previous EP&0O |Amount AV Home AV Home |AV Home |Previous [New AV Home
Levy EP&O Levy Growth Assumed [Previous |New EP&O EP&O EP&O
Tax ITotal District AV Previous EP&O |Levy Tax [New EP&0 Levy Tax Previous |Median AV EP&O EP&O Levy Levy Levy Tax
Year |Levy AV Growth |Levy Amount |Rate Amount Rate io New |AV Home |Growth Levy Rate |Levy Rate [Taxes Taxes Growth
2018 5482,637,838 $714,304 $1.48| 243,243 1.48 360
2019 $482,637,838]  0.0%) $714,304 $1.48 243,243 0.0%)| 1.48) 360
2020 5489,249.315  1.4%) $714.304 $1.46| 246,575 1.4%) 1.46) 360
2021 $496,044,444 1.4%| $714,304| $1.44 250,000 1.4% 1.44] 360
2022 571,443,200( 15.2% $714,304]  $1.25 288,000 15.2%)| 1.25 360
2023 585,495,082 2.5% $714,304]  $1.22 295,082 2.5%) 1.22 360
2024 600,255,462 2.5%| $714,304] $1.19 302,521 2.5%| 1.19 360
2025 615,779,310  2.6% $714,304] $1.16) 310,345 2.6%)| 1.16 360
Total $2,857,216 $2,857,216 0% $1,440 $1,440 0%

Note:
Total District Levy AV (assessed value) was calculated from the levy amounts and levy rates
The median AV home's AV growth is assumed to be the same as the total district levy AV growth

EP&O Levy Tax Amount

On An Example Home With An AV of $250K As Of 2021 With Average AV Growth
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Example replacement levy advertisement: Spokane
SD

The Spokane SD’s levy advertisement snapshots relating to
costs published on the district’'s website

Spokane SD's fact sheet website

Spokane SD's fact sheet snapshot 1

Spokane SD's fact sheet snapshot 2

Spokane SD’s fact sheet snapshot 3
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Spokane SD's fact sheet snapshot 4

The authors’ analysis of the Spokane SD’s replacement levy

Median Median
New Levy Median Median Median AV Home |AV Home [Median
Previous EP&0 |Amount AV Home [AV Home AV Home |Previous |New AV Home
Levy EP&O Levy Growth Assumed |Previous |[New EP&O EP&O EP&O
Tax ITotal District AV Previous EP&O |Levy Tax [New EP&O0 Levy Tax Previous |Median AV EP&O EP&O Levy Levy Levy Tax
Year |Levy AV Growth |Levy Amount |Rate Amount Rate to New |AV Home |Growth Levy Rate |Levy Rate [Taxes Taxes Growth
2019| $21,333,333.333 $32,000,000] $1.50 210,526 1.50 316
2020[ $23,333,333,.333]  9.4%) $35,000,000] $1.50] 230,263 9.4%) 1.50, 345
2021] $25,333,333,333]  8.6% $38,000,000] $1.50 250,000 8.6%)| 1.50 375
2022| $27,375,000,000] 8.1%) $65,700,000]  $2.40 270,148 8.1%) 2.40 648
2023[ $30,122,448,980] 10.0% $73,800,000]  $2.45) 297,261 10.0%)| 2.45 728
2024] $32,840,000,000]  9.0% $82,100,000]  $2.50] 324,079 9.0%)| 2.50 810
Total $105,000,000 $221,600,000 1119 $1,036 $2,187 1119
Note:

Total District Levy AV (assessed value) was calculated from the levy amounts and levy rates
The median AV home's AV growth is assumed to be the same as the iotal district levy AV growih

EP&O Levy Tax Amount

On An Example Home With An AV of $250K As Of 2021 With Average AY Growth
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Methodology

af8hdbis guasja the oAl Isresied valus (A1) e ates for the example property owner's property
were set to the same values as the Total District Levy AV Growth Rates. The effect of this assumption is
that the obligated proportion of the levy for the example property remains constant for each year in
the analysis. The Total District Levy AVs were calculated from the levy amounts and levy estimates
obtained from the sample ballots.

The spreadsheet data and chart for the West Valley SD (Spokane) are shown below.
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West Valley School District

Educational Prog and Operati Repl t Levy
Example Example
Example Home Home Levy
Levy Amount Example Home Proposed Tax Growth
Total District Proposed Proposed (Growth Example Home AV Previous Replacement |Previous to
Total District Levy AV Previ Levy |Repl, Repl t (Previ to |Home With |Growth Levy Tax Levy Tax Proposed
Tax Year |Levy AV Growth Amount Levy Amount |Ls Levy Rate Proposed Median AV |Assumed A t A it Replacement
2019] 2,297.876.667 185.950] 279)
2020 2,527.664,667 10.00%) 204,545 10.00%) 307
2021] 2,780.430.667 10.00%] 225,000] 10.00%] 338]
2022 3.029.801,600| 8.97% 245.180| 8.97% 613
2023 3.257,036,800 7.50%) 263,568 7.50%)| 659
2024] 3.501.314.400| 7.50%] 283.336] 7.50%] T08|
Total 114% 5923 $1,980) 114%

Notes:
Data source for levy amounts and rates: Spokane County Sample Ballots

Data source for median assessed valued home for 2021: Estimated from Spokane County Assessor's Data
Example home's AV growth assumed to be the same as the total district's AV growth

EP&O Levy Tax

On An Example Home With A $225K AV As Of 2021
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Sources

Levy amounts and levy rates were obtained from current election and previous election sample ballots

from each respective county elections department. 10 counties had all their sample ballots readily

available on their websites. For the 7 counties that did not have either their current or past sample

ballots online, a request was submitted to obtain electronic copies.

School districts’ levy fact sheets and levy flyers posted on their official websites were reviewed for

incongruent words and phrases.
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