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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
What kind of school board do you want?
As a candidate for the school board, I am disappointed to learn the current school board president
has two DUIs but remains in office.
Voters have asked me for my “qualifications” for
the job and I attended a forum to field questions about
my “qualifications.” So, now I ask the voters, what do
you think of the current school board? There have
been three incidents that question the board’s integrity in the past few months.
First, we have a teacher using her students to send
a very vulgar and questionable message. Second, the
principal who was hired to bring accountability to the
high school resigned when she attempted to do what
she was hired to do. And now, we learn that back in
2016, the school board did nothing regarding the current school board president’s first DUI.
What kind of message are we sending to our community and to our children? How do you explain right
and wrong to your children if those who lead our educational community are lacking in judgment? Sadly, I
personally know two young children who are no longer on the planet due to a DUI driver so I have a different view of how this should be handled. The question
is, what type of board members do you want?
Jeff Daily, Port Orchard

Getting to space pushes technology on Earth
What Greg Iverson fails to recognize (“Let’s save
our planet before trying others”) is the technology
that allows modern Earth science comes directly from
the space program. The ability to place extremely
complex instruments into Earth orbit to study our oasis in space would not exist today without the vision
and determination of President Kennedy and the nation of America at that time.
If we as a species are to find a way to flourish in the
future, we must continue to push the boundaries of
exploration and technology. Greg, I will look for you on
one of the fabulous Olympic National Park trails.
Joel Mapes, Bremerton

Affordable housing bill helps families
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It’s good to see a detailed Op Ed addressing our
pervasive national affordable housing crisis (“Only
feds can fix affordable housing crisis”). Matthew Rieger lauds the new bipartisan legislation: Affordable
Housing Credit Improvement Act of 2019. I noticed
that our very own Sen. Maria Cantwell is one of the
eight congressional leaders who introduced it.
Adjusted for inflation, the federal budget for housing assistance programs 50 years ago was nearly
three times more than it is today, despite significant
growth in the number of low-income renters eligible
for housing assistance. But President Trump wants to
cut housing assistance even more.
In Trump’s 2017 tax code, $200 billion in tax cuts
goes to the top 20% of households. We need to support struggling working families. Thank you, Sen. Maria Cantwell!
Donna Munro, Bremerton

Restricting S
hurt million
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture
strict access to Supplemental Nutriti
Program benefits.
SNAP is the primary way the governm
income Americans put food on the table
the government’s own calculations, an
million people could lose SNAP benefits,
ferred to as food stamps, through a new
would change some application proced
bility requirements.
We are nutrition and food policy res
have studied the effects of SNAP on t
well-being of low-income Americans
change go into effect, we believe millions
especially children, and local communit
fer.
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SNAP helped 39.7 million American
2018.

