Why February is the Most Popular Election Month for School District ... https://schooldataproject.com/report_election_month

The School Data Project About  Reports  Districts

Why February is the Most Popular
Election Month for School District Tax
Measures

Last updated: May 24th, 2023

Contents

e Summary

e Chart of the historical number of school district measures by election month

e Possible contributing factors why school districts prefer February

e School districts that have only or generally run their tax measures in November

¢ School districts that have only run their tax measures in February

e Sortable table of the number of school district measures by election month data for all
school districts

e Sources

Summary

Washington State’s school districts have the option of running their tax measures on any one
of the possible elections in a given year: February, April, August (Primary), or November
(General). They can only run their measures twice in 1 calendar year if it should fail in their
first attempt. This report summarizes the school district tax measures (bonds and levies) that
were on the ballot for the time span of 2010 through 2023 (4/25/23).

Note that Washington has 295 traditional public school districts and 18 public charter
schools. Public charter schools do not run levies or bonds.

Prior to July of 2011, school districts could rerun their failed levies and/or run bonds in the
month of May. That additional special election option was eliminated by state legislators.

Chart of the historical number of school
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district measures by election month

School District Measure Counts By Election Month
Time Span: 2010 through 2023 (4/25/23)
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1750
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Month Count
Feb 1956
Apr 218
May 4
Aug 45
Nov 165

Possible contributing factors why school
districts prefer February

e February is the lowest voter turnout month of the year for the general public (usually less
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than 33%).

¢ School district staff voter turnout is high (70-85%). It can affect the percent approval of
their measures by 2-4 percentage points.

¢ Pro/con committee members for the voters’ pamphlet must volunteer before mid
December. However, in December, most citizens are unaware of tax measures that will be
on the February election and are focusing on the holidays.

e Citizens have little to no facts on the tax measures and are unaware of the pro/con
committee volunteer December due date. These tax measures for each district only occur
every 3 to 4 years. Most citizens are surprised when a ballot appears in their mailbox 2
weeks before the February election date.

¢ By statute, school districts are supposed to find and select pro and con committee
members for their own measures. They readily find pro committee members (often paid
staff) but rarely find con committee members. Up to 3 people are supposed to be on
each committee - not just 1.

e County election reps are supposed to try to find con committee members when districts
fail in their duty.

e County election reps only have a day or two to find con committee members and they
usually fail.

e Consequently, the voters’ pamphlets usually have a one-sided debate with only a pro
statement published.

e Prior to 2022, school districts had the option of allowing a voters’ pamphlet (for their
own measures) for the February and April elections. Most school districts opted to not
allow them. The law changed as of 2022. Now all elections must have a voters' pamphlet.
The August and November elections have always had required voters' pamphlets.

e Property tax bills for the current year won't be received by citizens until a day or two
after the February election.

e Federal Income Tax filings are not until April.

e School district consultants advise their clients that school district tax measures,
statistically, are more successful in February.

e The added expense to districts (taxpayers) of running measures in February or April
(when their measure is usually the only one on the ballot) does not seem to be an
obstacle.

School districts that have only or generally run
their tax measures in November (typically the
highest voter turnout month)
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under study.
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Benge SD (~10 students) ran 4 of their 7 measures in November.

Eastmont SD (6,000+ students) ran 6 of their 7 measures in November.

Highline SD (18,000+ students) ran 5 of their 9 measures in November.

Inchelium SD (~200 students) ran all 4 of their measures in November for the time span

School districts that have only run their tax

measures in February

There are 94 school districts that have only run their measures in February over the 13 year

time span in this study.

Aberdeen Damman Montesano Prescott University Place
Almira Davenport Mossyrock Pullman Valley
Anacortes Evaline Mount Baker Quillayute Valley  |Vancouver
Bellevue Fife Mount Pleasant Quincy \Wapato
Boistfort Franklin Pierce  [Naches Valley Rainier Washtucna
Bridgeport Freeman Nespelem Raymond Waterville
Brinnon Garfield Newport Richland Wellpinit
Camas Granger Nooksack Valley Rochester White Pass
Carbonado Great Northern  [North Kitsap Rosalia Wilbur

Central Valley Harrington North Thurston Shelton Winlock

Cle Elum-Roslyn Kahlotus Qak Harbor Snohomish Wishkah Valley
Clover Park Kelso Odessa Sumner Wishram
Colville Kittitas Olympia Tacoma Yakima
Concrete Klickitat Onalaska Tekoa Yelm

Conway Lake Stevens QOrondo Thorp

Cosmopolis Lind QOthello Touchet

Crescent Mansfield Palisades Toutle Lake

Creston Manson Palouse Trout Lake

Curlew Medical Lake Pe Ell Tukwila

Cusick Meridian Port Townsend Tumwater

Sortable table of the number of school district

measures by election month data for all school

districts
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Z1Z Wing Iviercer isiana 4 I 11 Y
273 King Snoqualmie Valley 4 1 11 9
274 Snohomish Edmonds 4 1 11 9
275 Benton Kennewick 4 1 12 8
276 King Renton 4 1 12 8
277 Kittitas Ellensburg 4 1 12 8
278 Okanogan Tonasket 4 1 12 8
279 Adams Ritzville 4 1 13 7
280 Adams Lind 2 10 10 100
281 Adams Othello 2 8 8 100
282 Adams Washtucna 2 7 7 100
283 Benton Richland 2 11 11 100
284 Chelan Manson 2 9 9 100
285 Clallam Crescent 2 5 5 100
286 Clallam Quillayute Valley 2 4 4 100
287 Clark Camas 2 8 8 100
288 Clark Vancouver 2 9 9 100
289 Cowlitz Kelso 2 5 5 100
290 Cowlitz Toutle Lake 2 6 6 100
291 Douglas Bridgeport 2 7 7 100
292 Douglas Mansfield 2 3 3 100
293 Douglas Orondo 2 8 8 100
294 Douglas Palisades 2 6 6 100
295 Douglas Waterville 2 8 8 100
296 Ferry Curlew 2 4 4 100
297 Franklin Kahlotus 2 7 7 100
298 Grant Quincy 2 5 5 100
299 Grays Harbor Aberdeen 2 7 7 100
300 Grays Harbor Cosmopolis 2 8 8 100
301 Grays Harbor Montesano 2 5 5 100
302 Grays Harbor Wishkah Valley 2 8 8 100
303 Island Oak Harbor 2 5 5 100
304 Jefferson Brinnon 2 7 7 100
305 Jefferson Port Townsend 2 8 8 100
306 King Bellevue 2 11 11 100
307 King Tukwila 2 6 6 100
308 Kitsap North Kitsap 2 6 6 100
309 Kittitas Cle Elum-Roslyn 2 9 9 100
310 Kittitas Damman 2 7 7 100
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Finley
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Pomeroy
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Hood Canal
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North Franklin
Hoquiam

Oakville
Enumclaw

White Salmon Valley
Sprague

Mary M Knight
Mead

Riverside

Tenino

Union Gap

West Valley (Yakima)
Cashmere

Port Angeles
Coulee-Hartline
Wilson Creek
Ocosta
Glenwood

Goldendale
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428 Lewis
429 Okanogan
430 Pacific
431 San Juan
432 Walla Walla
433 Whitman
434 Adams
435 Columbia
436 Jefferson
437 Okanogan
438 Pierce
439 Skagit
440 Spokane
441 Stevens
442 Stevens
443 Wahkiakum
444 Whitman
445 Clallam
446 Clark

447 Cowlitz
448 Franklin
449 King

450 Kitsap
451 Okanogan
452 Snohomish
453 Benton
454 Clark

455 Clark

456 Grays Harbor

457 Island
458 King

459 King

460 Kittitas
461 Klickitat
462 Lewis
463 Lewis
464 Pacific
465 Snohomish
466 Spokane

Napavine

Omak

Naselle-Grays River Valley

San Juan Island
College Place
Steptoe

Ritzville

Dayton

Quilcene
Brewster
Steilacoom Hist.
Burlington-Edison

Spokane

Columbia (Stevens)

Mary Walker
Wahkiakum
Colton

Sequim
Washougal
Castle Rock
Pasco

Vashon Island
Bainbridge Island
Okanogan
Edmonds
Paterson
Hockinson

La Center
Lake Quinault
South Whidbey
Federal Way
Lake Washington
Easton
Roosevelt
Chehalis
Morton

South Bend
Arlington
Cheney
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467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
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478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492
493
494
495
496
497
498
499
500
501
502
503
504
505

Spokane
Stevens
Whitman
Yakima
Asotin
Benton
Benton
Grant
Grays Harbor
Jefferson
Klickitat
Okanogan
Snohomish
Spokane
Stevens
Whatcom
Whatcom
Whitman
Grays Harbor
Clallam
Jefferson
King

King

King
Kittitas
Klickitat
Okanogan
Pierce
Pierce
Snohomish
Spokane
Yakima
Yakima
King
Pacific
Whatcom
Whitman
Yakima
Grant

Deer Park
Onion Creek
Colfax
Highland
Clarkston
Kiona-Benton City
Prosser
Wahluke
McCleary
Chimacum
Lyle

Oroville

Sultan

Orchard Prairie
Chewelah
Ferndale
Lynden
Lamont

Elma

Cape Flattery
Queets-Clearwater
Auburn

Renton
Tahoma
Ellensburg
Bickleton
Tonasket
Eatonville
Orting

Granite Falls
Nine Mile Falls
East Valley (Yakima)
Grandview
Kent

Ocean Beach
Bellingham
Oakesdale
Selah

Ephrata
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506
507
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527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535
536
537
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539
540
541
542
543
544

Grays Harbor

Lewis
Mason
Okanogan
Pierce
Stevens
Walla Walla
Whatcom
Yakima
Cowlitz
Lewis
Thurston
Grant
Asotin
Clark

King
Snohomish
Stevens
Yakima
Pierce
Cowlitz
Grant
Grant
Kitsap
Snohomish
Snohomish
Snohomish
Lewis
Lincoln
Pierce
Stevens
Mason
Mason
Pacific
Pend Oreille
Whitman
Clark
Spokane
Clark

Taholah

Adna

Pioneer

Pateros

Bethel

Kettle Falls

Walla Walla

Blaine

Sunnyside
Longview

Toledo

Griffin

Warden
Asotin-Anatone
Ridgefield
Issaquah
Marysville
Evergreen (Stevens)
Mabton

Puyallup
Woodland

Grand Coulee Dam
Moses Lake

South Kitsap
Darrington
Stanwood-Camano
Everett

Centralia
Reardan-Edwall
Peninsula

Loon Lake

North Mason
Southside

Willapa Valley
Selkirk

LaCrosse

Battle Ground

East Valley (Spokane)

Green Mountain

N N D N DN D DN DN D DN D DN DD DD DN D DN D DN DD DN DD DN DD DNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDNDNDDNDDNDDNDDN

https://schooldataproject.com/report_election_month

—_

w oo o >~ A A b OO O O O OO N AN O O 00O O © N N N OO oo O oo Ooa

14

14

o © © N N ~N N N

71
71
71
71
71
71
71
71
71
70
70
70
69
66
66
66
66
66
66
63
62
62
62
62
62
62
61
60
60
60
60
57
57
57
57
57
55
55
50

3/3/2024, 8:31 AM



Why February is the Most Popular Election Month for School District ...

19 of 19

https://schooldataproject.com/report_election_month

545 Grant Soap Lake 2 3 6 50
546 Grays Harbor Satsop 2 3 6 50
547 Skamania Skamania 2 4 8 50
548 Snohomish Index 2 2 4 50
549 Snohomish Monroe 2 6 12 50
550 Stevens Northport 2 2 4 50
551 Stevens Summit Valley 2 2 4 50
552 Yakima Mount Adams 2 3 6 50
553 King Highline 2 4 9 44
554 Adams Benge 2 3 7 42
555 Mason Grapeview 2 3 7 42
556 Skamania Stevenson-Carson 2 3] 7 42
557 Snohomish Lakewood 2 5 12 41
558 Chelan Wenatchee 2 2 5 40
559 Ferry Keller 2 2 5 40
560 Ferry Orient 2 2 5 40
561 Ferry Republic 2 4 10 40
562 King Skykomish 2 2 5 40
563 San Juan Lopez 2 4 10 40
564 San Juan Orcas Island 2 5 13 38
565 Okanogan Methow Valley 2 4 11 36
566 Skamania Mount Pleasant 2 2 6 33
567 Yakima Toppenish 2 1 6 16
568 Douglas Eastmont 2 1 7 14
Sources

e The OSPI for the February 2010 through November 2022 school district measure data

An omdMashimgtonsoOfficenofthe SeoretarylafcState fontshe February 2022 through April 2023
school district measure data
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